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“I 
can’t wait for spring to arrive!”  This is 
probably the single most heard phrase 
in Campbell County these days. It seems 
that the first three months of the year 
have produced at least one significant 

weather episode a week. As you know, inclement 
weather is very disruptive to schools. We have 
already missed twelve days of school and there are 
predictions of winter weather for the next couple 
of weeks.  According to state code, schools must 
attend school for 180 days or for 990 instructional 
hours. If days are missed due to inclement 
weather, each missed day must be made up. 
Over the last couple of weeks, I was asked many 
times if school days had to be made up if there 
was a declared state of emergency – the answer 
is yes. The Campbell County School Board took 
action on a plan to make up the missed days at 
its March 10th meeting and the details about the 
new schedule can be found in this newsletter (see 
page 4). 

In addition to the article on make-up days, you 
will find other articles highlighting many of the 
course offerings available to students, and how 
math instruction is delivered in Campbell County. I 
want to briefly recognize two students who recently 
competed in the 2014 Central Virginia Regional 
Science Fair on March 8, 2014. Mikayla Carlton, a 
junior at Rustburg High School and Central Virginia 
Governor’s School, and Chun (Sam) Lee, a junior 
at Brookville High School and Central Virginia 
Governor’s School, were selected as Grand Award 
Winners. This is the second year in a row that 
Campbell County Schools have had both of the 
Grand Winners. Mikayla and Sam will represent 
Central Virginia at the 2014 Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair this May in Los 
Angeles, CA.

As I have mentioned before, there are a lot of great 
things happening in our schools each day and our 
students are achieving at very high levels. If you 
haven’t done so in a while, I encourage you to visit 
our schools and witness for yourself the wonderful 
work of our students and the dedication of our 
teachers and staff.

Please feel free to contact my office if you have 
suggestions for making this publication better or if 
you have questions (ccsnewsletter@campbell.k12.
va.us).

Think spring!

Robert Johnson
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Rustburg Middle 
School Teachers 
Participate in 
INoVATR Grant 
Program

Would  you  enjoy  a  

math  or  science  

classroom  involv-

ing  active  learn-

and  critical  thinking?  Three  

teachers  at  Rustburg  Middle  

School--Christina  Carvajal  

(Math  6  &  7),  Kim  Dinwid-

die  (Math  7  &  8),  and  Amy  

Sangston  (Science  8/Earth  

Science)--have  been  par-

ticipating  in  the  INoVATR  

program.  This  program  began  

last  June  at  Sweet  Briar  Col-

lege  with  classes  continuing  

throughout  this  school  year.  

With  this  training,  the  RMS  

teachers  engage  students  

instruction.  These  science  

and  math  teachers  bridge  the  

learning  of  math  and  science  

using  Science,  Technology,  

Engineering,  and  Mathematics  

(STEM)  concepts  to  change  

attitudes  of  students  and  allow  

them  to  feel  positive  about  

their  own  learning.  When  stu-

dents  take  ownership  and  see  

the  connectivity  of  what  they  

are  learning,  they  are  more  

likely  to  retain  the  information  

learned.  In  addition,  students  

understand  that  experiments  

do  not  work  out  as  planned  

and  much  can  be  learned  

from  different  results.  With  

teachers  have  integrated  

STEM  concepts  to  help  stu-

dents  develop  the  appropriate  

skills  needed  to  be  successful  

in  the  21st  century.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT = 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Research provides consistent and convincing evidence that parents are a key factor in helping their 
children achieve high academic standards in school. When schools collaborate with parents to help their 
children learn and when parents participate in school activities and decision-making about their children’s 
education, children achieve at higher levels, stay in school longer, and have a stronger interest in their 
education. In short, when parents are involved in education, children do better in school and schools 
improve.

Each elementary school in Campbell County hosts parent involvement activities to foster this parent and 
school relationship. Recently, Leesville Road Elementary School hosted two literacy nights. Since these 
parent involvement events have been so well attended in past years, pre-kindergarten through 2nd grade 
students attended one evening and 3rd through 5th grade students attended a separate evening. The theme 
for this year’s event was “Camp Read S’More”, so teachers planned literacy-based activities with camping 
related themes for the students to enjoy. Meanwhile, parents attended informational sessions specific to 
their child’s grade level. Parents were given information on how Campbell County has improved reading 
instruction, including a breakdown and explanation of each grade level’s literacy block, as well as an 
overview of comprehension strategies presented by teachers, reading specialists, and a county literacy 
coach. 

Students then joined parents for a special session allowing parents an opportunity to practice one of the 
reading strategies they learned about so they would be more comfortable using this strategy at home while 
reading with their child(ren). To promote a family atmosphere that we strongly believe in, dinner was served 
at the end of the night for all who attended the evening’s events. Over two hundred families participated in 
the two events and positive feedback was received from parents and teachers. 

Literacy nights, such as these, are only one way Campbell County encourages parent involvement. Each 
school receiving funds under the Title 1 Part A grant must develop a written school-parent involvement 
policy. This policy encourages parent involvement opportunities, shared responsibility for high student 
academic achievement, building capacity for involvement, and accessibility to schools. Title I defines 
parental involvement as the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 
involving student academic learning and other school activities. 

Campbell County Schools is thankful for the support our parents offer not only to our students at home, but 
also in the participation of events such as the one at Leesville Road Elementary School. It is truly a winning 
combination for our students.
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CONTACT
Mailing address: 
Campbell County Public Schools  
P.O. Box 99  
Rustburg, VA 24588  
 
Phone numbers: 
Lynchburg & Rustburg: 
434-332-3458 

Altavista & Brookneal: 
888-332-3558  
 
Fax number: 
434-528-1655

 
Web site:
http://www.campbell.k12.va.us

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE
1.  Bill is debated

2.  Bill is proposed

3.  Bill is voted on by both houses

4.  Bill is worked on in committees

WHAT IS THE CORRECT 
SEQUENCE FOR THE 
LAW-MAKING PROCESS IN 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY?

F    1, 3, 4, 2

G    2, 4, 1, 3

H    1, 4, 3, 2

J    2, 1, 4, 3

Civics & Economics Spring Released 
Test Question

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/
released_tests/2012/history/test12_
civics_econ.pdf

Go to the bottom of page 5 to check 
your answer. 

Cornerstone Learning Center
Cornerstone Learning Center, located in the east wing of the Campbell County Technical Center, is a 
multidisciplinary alternative education environment. This program offers educational opportunities for 
students in grades 6–12 who have a need for varied and often highly individualized instruction outside 
of the traditional classroom setting. Adult education and student GED education are also offered in the 
learning center during the day and evening. 

The Cornerstone staff is dedicated to meeting the varied needs of students who have failed to thrive 
academically or socially in the traditional classroom setting. With this in mind, staff members are 
dedicated to alternative approaches to instruction, offering blended online and direct instruction intended 
to accelerate students. This approach often allows students to make up credits towards graduation. 
Day students engage in a variety of technical survey programs intended to extend student awareness of 
vocational opportunities and training. The use of progressive and tailored discipline strategies are intended 
to build student self-esteem and motivation while curbing unproductive behavior. 

ALTAVISTA ROBOTICS TEAM 
COMPETES IN U.S. FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION
The  Altavista  Robotics  Team  formed  in  December  when  they  were  approached  with  

a  grant  opportunity  from  Abbott  Labs  to  compete  in  the  U.S.  FIRST  Robotics  Compe-

tition  (FRC).  After  contemplating  the  opportunity,  the  robotics  class  at  Altavista  High  

School  decided  that  it  would  be  a  great  opportunity  to  boost  the  robotics  curriculum  

and  form  a  team  that  could  compete  against  other  robotics  organizations  across  the  

coach.  In  March,  the  team  traveled  to  Richmond  to  compete  with  the  robots  that  they  

designed  and  programmed.

For  more  information  about  the  FRC,  please  go  to  U.S.  FIRST’s  website  at  www.

.  The  Altavista  Robotics  Team  also  has  a  website  with  updates  on  construc-

tion,  fundraising,  and  information  on  each  member  of  the  team.  The  team’s  website  

can  be  found  at  www.altavistaroboticsteam.weebly.com.  

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4 3

http://www.campbell.k12.va.us
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/2012/history/test12_civics_econ.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/2012/history/test12_civics_econ.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/2012/history/test12_civics_econ.pdf
http://www.usfirst.org
http://www.usfirst.org
http://www.altavistaroboticsteam.weebly.com


CCS SCHOOL CALENDAR UPDATES
At its March 10 meeting, the Campbell County School Board took action and approved several changes to 

the end of the year calendar. The changes were made in order to make up for the time lost this winter. 

Monday, March 17 was scheduled to be a 
teacher workday, but will now be a regular 
school day with students attending. 

Beginning Monday, March 24, the school day 
will be extended by 15 minutes every day in the 
afternoons. This means that students will be 
dismissed from school 15 minutes later for the 
remainder of the year. 

Friday, March 28 and Monday, April 21 will 

be regular school days due to the make-up 
procedure. 

Thursday, April 24 will be a regular day for 
students and teacher.

June 4, 5, and 6 will be full days for students 
and teachers.

June 9 is the new last day of school (2 hour early 
dismissal)

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday, March 17 – Regular day for students and teachers

Monday, March 24 – Begin the extended days of 15 minutes

Friday, March 28 – Regular day for students and teachers

April 14-18 – Spring Break (NO SCHOOL)

Monday, April 21 – Regular day for students and teachers

Thursday, April 24 – Regular day for students and teachers

Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day (NO SCHOOL)

June 4, 5, 6 – Regular day for students and teachers 

June 9 – Last day of school (2 hour early dismissal)

CCS CONTINUES TO EXPAND COURSE OFFERINGS
Campbell County is continuing to expand course offerings for students to better prepare them for their futures beyond high school. 

Students at Campbell County middle and high schools are in the 
process of selecting courses for next school year. 
Current 10th graders who are interested in attending the Central Virginia 
Governor’s School, Early College, and the XLR8 STEM Academy at 
Central Virginia Community College (CVCC) have already submitted 
applications. 
There are many career and technical programs available to our rising 
11th and 12th graders. Our rising 11th graders can still choose from 

numerous programs offered at our career and technical center or 
at their home school. Our rising 12th graders also have an option of 
attending CVCC their senior year to start a career in welding, machining, 
HVAC, or as an EMT. 
A new opportunity at CVCC, in partnership with Centra Health, will allow 
students who are interested in becoming registered nurses to start their 
education process in pursuit of that goal. The courses are also aligned 
with many other four-year colleges for students who want to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing.

We are very excited about the many opportunities being offered to our students in Campbell County. Parents play a vital role in helping their children 
make the best decisions about course selections, so contact your child’s guidance counselor with any scheduling questions.
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E-mail 
ccsnewsletter@

campbell.k12.va.us

to automatically 
receive  
Education News 
every quarter.

The correct answer is G. 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Math is everywhere! It’s in the world that surrounds us; it’s at home and at work, both inside 
and out. Our mission in Campbell County Schools remains constant to forge self-confident, 
self-reliant, knowledgeable mathematicians who exceed expectations along their educational 
journey. We want all of our children to be “Math Strong.”

To help develop independent mathematical thinkers throughout our math classrooms, the implementation 
of “guided math” provides knowledge-based mathematical learning environments that support the needs 
of all of our learners, in all of our schools. 

Guided math moves away from the one size fits all model and empowers teachers to determine best 
instructional strategies for each student, for the class, and for the topic currently being addressed in 
the classroom. This gives the teacher freedom to differentiate learning for each student so that they 
have the opportunity to maximize their own success in math.

Guided math’s uniqueness comes from sound, sustained learning experiences that occur in small 
groups. If one would peer into a classroom in which guided math is in place, you would see the teacher 
engaging students in standards based lessons through self-discovery and exploration. The teacher 
provides the students time to discuss with their peers the understanding of the “Big Math Ideas.” 

A guided math classroom also contains technology stations that reinforce student learning by layering 
the concepts being presented as they reach mastery. The children are also provided stations in which 
learning is expanded through the use of games, manipulatives that are readily identified as math tools, 
and a wide variety of literature that supports their mathematical learning experiences. 

The beauty of guided math lies within the flexibility of a lesson to engage the children in an experience that 
deepens their comprehension, builds their confidence, and establishes a classroom of children that have 
rich mathematical understandings. Guided math provides all children an equal opportunity to excel in the 
development of their personal math abilities. 

Supporting Math at Home

To promote this development at home, consider implementing some of the following practices:

Ask your child to teach you what they learned in 
math that day. 
Incorporate math vocabulary into daily 
conversations.
Talk about math in a positive manner.  
Provide real-life experiences, such as cooking, 
grocery shopping, making change, and creating 
a family schedule.

ACS & BHS 
Yearbooks  

 
National  

 
Altavista’s Nuntius yearbook has 
been awarded the gold crown by 
Columbia University’s Scholastic 
Press Association (CSPA), a 
division of Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journalism 
in New York-- the same entity 
that awards the Pulitzer Prize for 
journalism. This honor is awarded 
to only 13 yearbooks in the entire 
country. This is the first gold 
crown for Altavista, which has 
been awarded two silver crowns 
previously. 

Brookville’s Buzzer yearbook has 
been named a national crown 
finalist by CSPA. This honor ranks 
the program among the country’s 
top 40 high schools and is the 
book’s third time to be named 
to this prestigious list in school 
history.

Members of the staff, including 
former editors, attended CSPA’s 
spring convention on the campus 
of Columbia University to receive 
their awards.

CAMPBELL COUNTY STUDENTS  
+ HARD WORK  

= MATH STRONG

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4 5

mailto:ccsnewsletter@campbell.k12.va.us
mailto:ccsnewsletter@campbell.k12.va.us


INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING:  

THE DIGITAL AGE

Regardless of experience levels, Campbell County teachers need to blend 
technology into classroom instruction and Campbell County students need 

tools one uses to work, alters the way in which one works, and alters the way one 
thinks. These skills are vitally important to students in their career paths and in their 
daily lives. To maintain relevance to the lives of children and youth today, classroom 

In order to facilitate instructional use of technology for instruction and learning, 
Campbell County is phasing in class sets of laptop computers. Prior to the 
beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, science teachers in grades 6-12 received 
class sets of laptop computers. Teachers also worked toward an online delivery 
of course content in science. Prior to the 2014-2015 school year, social studies 
teachers in grades 6-12 will receive class sets of laptop computers for instruction 
and student learning. Social studies teachers will also work toward an online delivery 
of course content by adopting textbooks with online components.
As with any changes, challenges are faced and there are obstacles to overcome. 
Professional development in the use of instructional technology will be key to 
teacher implementation within the classroom. Students using the internet and other 
social media sites for learning must abide by appropriate use policies as set forth by 
the county. 
Moving forward, Campbell County Schools accepts the challenges and will hurdle 
over the obstacles to implement instructional use of technology within the division.

FREE  
AFTER-SCHOOL 
TUTORING
Brookville High School’s National 
Honor Society (NHS) is providing 
free after school tutoring Monday 
through Thursday in the library 
for any students needing extra 
academic help. The program 
benefits both NHS member and 
student in need of academic 
support. NHS students use the 
time towards their public service 
requirement. For more information, 
contact the NHS sponsor, Mrs. 
Jennifer Stuckey, at jstuckey@
campbell.k12.va.us.
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